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DAWN: Twenty Years of Empowering Lives 
for a Better Tomorrow

DAWN Board of Trustess (BoT), staff, members, and guests during DAWN’s 20th anniversary celebration
on February 6, 2016 at the Bayleaf, Intramuros, Manula.

Last February 6, 2016 marks the 20th 
anniversary celebration of DAWN as an 
organization that empowers distressed 
migrant returnees and their Japanese-
Filipino Children (JFC). Members, 
partners, staff, and supporters attended the 
celebration at The Bayleaf in Intramuros, 
Manila. 

The celebration’s theme “Twenty Years of 
Empowering Lives for a Better Tomorrow” 
highlighted DAWN’s journey in helping 
members to become self-reliant. During 
the celebration, narratives and stories 
of mothers and JFC were presented in 
overcoming their own plight. With the 
various activities provided to members,                     

familial ties were developed with other 
members, coping with life and sharing 
same sentiments.

The celebration was facilitated by Arisa 
Junio, Research and Advocacy Officer of 
DAWN.

Prof. Aurora Javate-de Dios, President of 
the Board of Trustees, gave  the  welcome 
remarks.

She mentioned the appalling cases of 
women migrant returnees and their 
children inspired the pioneers of DAWN to 
offer programs and services to women and 
children in integrating them in the society.

As DAWN reached its 20 years, she thanked 
the partners and networks in helping the 
organization empower its members.

For the opening message, Ms. Carmelita 
Nuqui, Executive Director, narrated 
DAWN’s journey towards its current 
status by showing photos that summed-
up the achievements and milestones of the 
organization since 1996. To complement 
the photos, a video was presented to 
narrate the experiences and unforgettable 
stories of JFC and mothers while growing 
up at DAWN. The members who were 
interviewed created change not only 
for their individual growth, but for the 
organization as well.
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The video presentation was followed by 
inspirational messages from partners and 
support groups.

The following partners shared their 
experiences with DAWN and how 
they were captivated by the growth of 
members: 1) Sr. Mary John Mananzan, 
OSB, member of DAWN’s Advisory 
Council; 2) Dr. Marla Asis, Director for 
Research of Scalabrini Migration Center; 
3) Ms. Chona Mantilla, Director of the 
National Reintegration Center for OFWs 
(NRCO); 4) Ms. Catherine Laws of the 

International Labour Organization (ILO) 
ASEAN Triangle Project-Philippines;           
5) Mr. Ricardo Casco, Mission Coordinator/
National Programme Officer, International 
Organization for Migration (IOM);                 
6) Ms. Hannah Señeres, Secretary-
General of OFW Family Party List; and 
7) Sr. Aurora Zambrano, the first president 
of DAWN Board of Trustees.

Tsuyoshi Imai, DAWN JFC member, 
shared how DAWN empowered him as to 
who he is right now.

DAWN JFC and women showcased their 
talents in singing and dancing with their 
presentation during the event. As part 
of their presentation, the women invited 
everyone to a group singing of the “Misty 
Song” in the tune of “Top of the World” by 
The Carpenters. 

To formally end the event, Prof. Horiuchi 
and Sr. Zambrano expressed their gratitude 
to members and most especially to the 
supporters who are endlessly there assisting 
DAWN in its journey.

Guests during the 20th anniversary celebration. (L-R) Ms. Mel Nuqui, 
Dir. Chona Mantilla, Mr. Luther Calderon, Ms. Hannah Señeres,             
Ms. Gemma Comiso, and Ms. Mary Joy Barcelona. 

Guests during the 20th anniversary celebration.(L-R) Ms. Catherine 
Laws, Mr. Ricardo Casco, Fr. Graziano Battistella, Fr. Valentin Mendoza, 
Dr. Marla Asis, Ms. Mel Nuqui, Sr. Mary John Mananzan, Prof. Aurora 
Javate-de Dios, and Prof. Mitsuko Horiuchi. 

Sr. Aurora Zambrano, first President of the Board of Trustees, provides 
her message of gratitude to members and supporters of DAWN’s cause in 
helping women and JFC.

DAWN JFC perform “Follow the Leader” during the anniversary 
celebration.

Everyone joins the singing of the “Top of the World” by DAWN 
women. (From right to left: Father Valentin Mendoza, Ricardo Casco,                     
Rev. Ding Morada, Bhing Comiso, Prof. Mitsuko Horiuchi, Sr. Mary 
John Mananzan, Tsuyoshi Imai, and Yasushi Watanabe.

Mr. Ricardo Casco of IOM joins the DAWN women in dancing                           
“Chilly Cha Cha.“
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DAWN Welcomes Study Tour Participants 
and Japanese Visitors 

The Development Action for Women Network (DAWN) 
welcomed five groups of Japanese visitors for their exposure 
and interaction with DAWN members and staff.

The groups were: 1) Kansai University – Yoshida Seminar, 
2) Asuza Kawamura, 3) Kyoto University, 4) Professor 
Chiho Ogaya and Yokohama National University (YNU) 
student, and 5) Prof. Mayumi Kubota and student from 
Kansai University – Kubota Seminar.

Kansai University – Yoshida Seminar (February 11 – 13)  
||   Asuza Kawamura (February 13)

Seven students from Kansai University – Yoshida 
Seminar arrived at DAWN’s office for their exposure and 
interaction with women and Japanese-Filipino Children 
(JFC) members. 

Kansai University—Yoshida Seminar students discussed with Ms. Mel Nuqui, DAWN 
Executive Director, and Ms. Joy Barcelona, Alternative Livelihood Program Coordinator, 
the SIKHAY products that the students will sell in Japan.

Ms. Mary Jane Kuraoka, DAWN weaver, teaches the students how to weave 
coasters which they will bring back to Japan.

As a support group of DAWN and SIKHAY, the students had 
their first-hand exposure on the sewing and weaving process 
of products made by DAWN women which will be marketed 
during the Japan Tour in May.

The team was led by Risa Kujime, leader of the junior group 
of the Seminar. On February 11, 2016, the team arrived at 
DAWN’s office at 10:00 am.

They were welcomed by Mary Joy E. Barcelona, Alternative 
Livelihood Program Coordinator. 

The students were briefed about the programs and activities 
of DAWN for women and Japanese-Filipino Children (JFC) 
members. Everyone dance during the Valentines’ Day Celebration at DAWN with Yoshida 

seminar students, Azuza Kawamura, Marina Miyazawa and Yasuhiro Miyata. 
The JFC members showing their dancing talents during the celebration. 

(to be continued on page 5)

After the briefing, they were able to see the weaving 
and sewing process DAWN women did to produce the 
products they sell in Japan.

To fruitfully appreciate the products they sell, they 
had a first-hand sewing and weaving experience with 
DAWN SIKHAY women for two days.

At the end of the experience, they were able to make 
coasters and pouches which they will sell.

Other than skills exposure, they were also able to 
interview DAWN women about the reasons of their 
departure to Japan, their own experiences, and the 
challenges they faced in their everyday lives.
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On February 29 – March 11, 2016, the Development Action for 
Women Network (DAWN) welcomed five members from the 
Burundian Women for Peace and Development (BWPD) for 
a follow-up training on handloom weaving, basic sewing, and 
industrial machine operations.

BWPD Follow-Up Training on Sewing & Weaving

Kenny guiding Pierre on how to properly tie the thread into the weaving 
machine before the actual weaving. He was told on how to balance the 
number of thread in each set. (From left to right: Stephanie, Pierre,         
and Kenny.)

Joy demonstrates to Nadia on how to properly use the sewing machine 
by following the pattern given to her. (From left to right: Gilda, Nadia, 
and Joy.)

The team composed of Stephanie Mbanzendore, BWPD Leader, 
Nadia Mukazena and Pierre Nzeyimana, community leaders in 
Burundi, and Jean Kenny Muhoza and Jean Derrick Irekoze who 
both served as translators to the trainees. 

The follow-up training was conducted to clarify certain concerns 
and make sure of the  successful installation of weaving machines 
in Burundi. 

Ms. Mary Joy Barcelona, DAWN Alternative Livelihood Program 
Coordinator, explaining the second step in the weaving process: 
dressing.

Pierre, Nadia, Stephanie and DAWN women pose with the trainees’ 
weaving output.

It also paved the way to acquire advanced sewing and weaving 
techniques from DAWN SIKHAY women trainers for a more 
productive learning.

Pierre was provided with advanced techniques in weaving by Mary 
Jane Kuraoka and Anna Liza Yambao while Nadia was instructed 
with in-depth learning on sewing by Gilda Mosatalla and Mary Joy 
Barcelona. 

Jean Kenny was instructed with the step-by-step process of 
weaving in order to fully guide Pierre on the whole process. Pierre 
was also given the chance to weave his own table runner which he 
will disseminate upon his arrival in Burundi.
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Prof. Chiho Ogaya of Ferris University and DAWN-Japan Coordinator, 
and Yusuke Naruse of Yokohama National University visit DAWN                
on February 27. They were warmly welcomed by the JFC, women and    
DAWN staff. The children share their own stories and thoughts.

Study Tour Participants (cont’d)

They were also given the chance to interact 
with JFC during the last day of their 
exposure on 13 February 2016.

During the interaction, they were joined by 
Asuza Kawamura and her friends, Marina 
Miyazawa and Yasuhiro Miyata, JFC and 
the Japanese visitors showed off their 
dancing skills as everyone enjoyed the time 
together.  The interaction has become more 
fruitful Valentines’ Day celebration.

Kyoto University

The Commission on Filipinos Overseas 
(CFO) hosted a group of students from 
Kyoto University for an exposure visit of 
the organizations that cater to the needs of 
JFC in the Philippines.

Mel Nuqui shares with Prof. Mayumi Kubota and Yuri Natsume of Kansai 
University, DAWN’s 20th Anniversary Celebration on March 5. The video 
prepared by DAWN was shown to them, and were requested to give their 
comments.

Prof. Asato Wako 
and students of 
Kyoto University 
and three CFO 
Officers visited 
DAWN on 16 
February 2016.

They were given 
an orientation 
of the programs 
and services 
DAWN provides 
to its members. 

After questions 
& clarifications, 
they observed the 
Sikhay projects 
for the women. The group appreciated the 
different products made by the women.

Prof. Asato Wako of Kyoto University, along with students and officers from 
CFO explore the SIKHAY sewing and weaving area.

They purchased some of the products as 
souvenirs for their friends and relatives 
back in Japan. They also promised to visit 
again.
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Entrepreneurial Management Seminar
for Women Migrant Returnees

Entrepreneurial Management Seminar participants’ group photo with    
Ms. Marilen Soliman (in black top) of UN Women Philippines.

On March 12 – 13, 2016, the Development Action for Women 
Network (DAWN) conducted the first seminar on Entrepreneurial 
Management under the project “Strengthening of Women Migrant 
Workers (WMW) organizations and/or their Support Groups and 
Networks to Effectively Promote and Protect WMW Rights.”

This was made possible through the partnership with the 
Center for Migrant Advocacy (CMA), UNLAD-Kabayan, and 
KANLUNGAN, with support from UN Women’s project funded 
by the European Union.

The project aimed to provide economic empowerment, rights 
awareness, and organizational development to beneficiaries.

Twenty-nine (29) women migrant returnee participants attended 
the two-day seminar at the City of Springs Resort Hotel in Los 
Baños, Laguna. Ms. Mary Joy Barcelona, ALP Coordinator, is the 
resource person during the Entrepreneurial Management seminar/
training.

Ms. Mary Joy Barcelona, Alternative Livelihood Program Coordinator, 
discussing how to develop their own business plans. 

Ms. Fritzie Petisme, one of the DAWN women who was provided with 
livelihood assistance for her home-based project, sharing her own 
experience, other members gave insightful comments on how to enhance 
her business better.

A group utilizing the principles in doing SWOT Analysis in their business 
idea. After each group presentation, members share their comments        
and gave suggestions to improve their business ideas.

(to be continued on page 8)
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On March 08 – 17, 2016, the Development 
Action for Women Network (DAWN) 
welcomed Miki Watanabe, Rika Kawata, 
and Tomoko Uehara from Chiba University 
for a ten-day exposure program. 

Chiba University’s 
Global Volunteer Program at DAWN

The students watched two documentaries 
of DAWN JFC produced by Nippon Hōsō 
Kyōkai (NHK), and “The Crane Dog” 
video made with the support from Kansai 
University – Mayumi Kubota Seminar. 

To understand the situation of JFC and 
mothers, they visited Yukie Ikeda at 
Manila Cathedral School on March 11, 
accompanied by Ms. Mirriam Orig, the 
Social Services Coordinator of DAWN. 
The school warmly welcomed the Japanese 
students as they were able to learn about the 
Philippine educational system. They also 
visited Mary Jane and Masami Kuraoka 
in Pasay City with Mary Joy Barcelona. 
The home visit made them appreciate their 
parents more in providing  their needs.

On March 12 – 13, the students joined the 
DAWN’s Entrepreneurial Management 
Seminar in Laguna. Despite language 
barrier, they actively participated in the 
discussions and enjoyed their first out-of-

town travel.

The students had 
their first-hand 
experience on how 
to weave and sew. 
With the assistance 
of Jane and Gilda, 
they were able to 
produce their own 
products. 

An interaction with the 
JFC and students was 
held on March 15. They 
taught the JFC how 
to write their names 
in calligraphy, joined 
them in preparing 
soumen, and showed 
them origami art crafts 
and designs.

At the end of their interaction, the JFC and 
students sang “Bahay Kubo” and danced 
“Youkai Taiso Daichi.” Everyone enjoyed 
the activities.

Mary Joy Barcelona, DAWN’s Alternative Livelihood Program 
Coordinator, discusses DAWN’s activities with the students. 

Rika, Tomoko and Miki having calligraphy activity with the JFC.

For their final activity, Joy, Anna Liza 
Yambao, DAWN weaver, and Arisa Junio, 
Research and Advocacy Officer, toured 
the students around the Walled City of 
Intramuros, and Rizal Park. They were 
able to experience the old Manila including 
Manila Cathedral and San Agustin Church.

On March 18, they departed the Philippines 
bringing with them fresh experiences with 
the JFC and women of their ongoing 
journey in life.

The students were thankful for their 
experience and promised to come back.

Jane (right) explains warping as the first step 
in weaving.

Gilda (left) guides them in pattern-making for 
bottle holders. 
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Zeny Cuna discussing the group’s output on their soap-making                      
business idea.

Rosanna Robin making a presentation of the group’s Floating Restaurant 
business idea.

Entrepreneurial Seminar (cont’d)

During group discussions, DAWN women who were given 
assistance for their own home-based projects were given the chance 
to share their own business to spark discussions among members.

There were instances when their own business project served as 
inspiration and fresh ideas from co-members. 

For the participants to fully understand each topic, interactive 
exercises and video clips from successful small-scale businesses 

DAWN women lead the dancing of “Isang Mundo, Isang Awit”                                         
in celebration of Women’s Month.

by entrepreneurs were shown to spark new ideas and business 
innovations to participants.

To formally close the seminar, DAWN women led the participants 
by dancing the “Isang Mundo, Isang Awit” in celebration of 
Martch as Women’s Month. 

The song reminded everyone that love knows no color, nationality, 
race, and that love should conquer all differences.

Women’s Month Celebration. Everyone pose with a heart sign                               
in commemoration of Women’s Month


